
Wadsworth United Methodist Church 

Children’s Discipline Policy 

 

 

Teacher Responsibilities 
 

1) Have rules. 

 Post classroom rules. 

 Remind the class that the rules are posted and will be used to govern behavior. 

 Enforce the rules; know how to deal with misbehavior. 

 Praise good behavior during class-time and share exceptional good behavior 

with parents in front of the child. 

 Use a signal to focus class’ attention (hand up, mouth zipped) 

 Always give the child the benefit of the doubt when you are unsure of a 

situation. 

 Every child gets a “fresh start” each week.  Don’t carry over issues from the 

previous week(s). 

 

2) Be an example. 

 Have a sense of humor.  Laugh with the child but not at the child. 

 Play alongside the children.  Engage in their activities and conversations. 

 Be polite, kind and patient with every child. 

 Never yell, hit, nor spank a child. 

 Never ridicule a child.  Example:  You are acting like a baby. 

 Do not give laundry list of bad behavior to parents at end of class unless the 

parents ask.  Then, be honest and tactful. Use the appropriate method in the 

Discipline section below to notify parents of on-going behavior concerns.  

 

3) Be prepared. 

 Pray before class.  If poor behavior is an issue, pray for good behavior and for 

patience. 

 Recognize what pushes your buttons. 

 Be well prepared to teach.  Have a schedule. 

 Explore various teaching methods to engage kids.  (Teaching is not just 

talking, and learning is not just listening.) 

 Alternate times of quiet and activity. 

 Choose age appropriate activities. 

 Vary activities from week-to-week or month-to-month. 

 Be flexible. 

 Communicate behavior issues, teaching techniques, etc. with team teachers. 

 

 

 

 

 



Discipline Actions For Preschool age Children 
 

1) Give a verbal warning. 

 Be concise, firm and kind. 

 Use the child’s name. 

 Get down on the child’s eye level. 

 Speak positively.  

Example:  Bobby is climbing on the dollhouse.   

Don’t say   “Bobby, don’t climb on the dollhouse.”  

Say  “Bobby, this house is for dolls not for big boys to climb.  Please come 

down.”   

Example:  Cindy is throwing the blocks. 

Don’t Say “Don’t throw the blocks!” 

Say “Cindy, these blocks are for building not for throwing.”  Then, encourage her 

to build with them. 

 If there is no choice, don’t give one. 

Example:  Don’t Say  “Do you want to pick up the toys?” 

 Say  “It is time to pick up the toys.”   

 

2) Redirect behavior or move child.  

Change the toy, remind the child to share, invite the child to do something 

different, move the child to another area of the room. 

Example:  If a child is hammering on the furniture, redirect his behavior to the 

tool bench and show him how to hammer the bolts on it.  If a child is coloring on 

another child’s picture, give him his own paper or move him to another table. 

 

3) Take away a privilege. 

 Put toy in time-out.   

Example:  Cindy is continuing to throw the blocks after being told that they are 

for building not throwing.  

Say  “I am sorry Cindy but the blocks are going into time-out for the remainder of 

class.  I cannot let you throw the blocks because someone may get hurt.” 

Say  “Bobby and Jimmy, since you can’t share Mr. Potato Head after I asked you 

to take turns, I am putting Mr. Potato Head in time-out.” 

 

4) Give a time-out.  

 Child will sit away from group/activity quietly...with no toys.  

 Time-out minutes should be equal to child’s age. 

 Discuss behavior privately with child before allowing the child to return to 

the group. 

 

If inappropriate behavior continues and is not corrected with time-outs: 

 

5) Ask for assistance. 

 Request that the Director of Children’s Ministries speak with the child in 

the hallway and have a 5-minute quiet time to help the child settle. 



 Consult with the Director of CM concerning other discipline methods. 

 Request that the Director of CM observe the behavior. 

 

6) Notify child’s parents. 

 Request that the Director of Children’s Ministries speak with the child’s 

parents about the behavior.  One option:  A parent must attend class with 

the child until the child’s behavior improves. 

 

Situation for immediate removal: 

If the child is dangerous to himself or others, the Director of CM and the child’s 

parents will be contacted immediately and the child will be removed from the class.  

(Ex. biting, unchecked throwing of toys, unchecked physical aggression) 

 

Discipline Actions For Elementary age children 
 

1) Give a verbal warning. 

 Be concise, firm and kind. 

 Use the child’s name. 

 Look at the child. 

 Speak positively and reference the ignored rule.  

Example:  Don’t say “Tom, quit talking.”   

Say  “Tom, in this class we listen when others are speaking.  Please be quiet.” 

Example:  Don’t say  “Quit leaning backing in your chair.” 

Say  “Marie, the chair legs need to be on the floor for your safety.” 

 

2) Move child / Take away a privilege. 

Say  “Tom, you are still talking out of turn.  Please move over here.”  And wait 

until he does before you resume teaching. 

Example:  Marie continues to use her cell phone after being told to put it away 

during class-time.  Say “Marie, please give me your cell phone.  You cannot pay 

attention when you are using it.” 

 

3) Ask adult to speak with child. 

 Remove child from classroom to talk to 2
nd

 adult teacher or to the Director 

of Children’s Ministries about the disruptive behavior.  

 Child should understand that his/her behavior is disrespectful and that if 

he/she continues to misbehave, his/her parents will be notified. 

 

      4)   Notify child’s parents. 

 Request that the Director of Children’s Ministries speak with the child’s 

parents about the behavior.  One option:  A parent must attend class with 

the child until the child’s behavior improves. 

 

 

 

 



Situation for immediate removal: 

If the child is dangerous to himself or others, the Director of CM and the child’s 

parents will be contacted immediately, and the child will be removed from the class.  

(ex. suicidal, physical aggression) 
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